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	Operational Requirements


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	Principal Regulatory Instruments

· State/Territory government legislation and registration requirements.

To use the term 'architect', you must be registered - the relevant legislation in each State and Territory is the 'Architects Act’.  The title of 'architect' is, therefore, protected by law.  Responsibility for the control of building activity in Australia rests with the individual State and Territory governments, each of whom maintain legislation prescribing the technical standards required for building construction.  Legislation is administered by a Board of Architects in each State and Territory.  Links to State/Territory government legislation and contacts follow:

· NSW:  Board of Architects of NSW, Tel (+61) 2 9356 4900, Fax (+61) 2 9357 4780 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/aa1921117/.

· QLD:  Board of Architects of QLD, Tel (+61) 7 3223 4482, Fax (+61) 7 3225 8941 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/qld/consol_act/aa1985117/.

· VIC:  Architects Registration Board of Victoria, Tel (+61) 3 9655 8570, Fax (+61) 3 9655 8575 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/aa1991117/.

· SA:  Architects Board of SA, Tel (+61) 8 8373 2766, Fax (+61) 8 8373 1106 http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/sa/consol_act/aa1939117/.

· WA:  Architects Board of WA, (+61) 8 9321 4910, Fax (+61) 8 9321-4708 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/wa/consol_act/aa1921117/.

· TAS: Board of Architects of TAS, Tel (+61) 3 6234 2399, Fax (+61) 8 6234 2216 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/aa1929117/.

· NT:  NT Architects Board, Tel (+61) 8 8924 4030, Fax (+61) 8 8924 4052

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/consol_act/aa117/.

· ACT: Architects Board of the ACT, Tel (+61) 2 6207 6288, Fax (+61) 2 6207 6324 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_act/aa1959117/.

An architect provides professional services in connection with the planning and design, construction, enlargement, conservation, restoration or alteration of a building or group of buildings.  An architect also prepares technical documentation for construction and administers building contracts.

While the title of architect is protected by law, architectural activities are not regulated in Australia.  

Responsibility for the control of building activity in Australia rests with individual State and Territory governments, who each maintain legislation prescribing the technical standards required for building construction.  

The Australian Building Code Board (a Commonwealth-State body) has developed the Building Code of Australia.


	No further improvements planned.



	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	Qualification requirements for Architects include:

· a degree level qualification: Bachelor of Architecture - generally 5-6 years full-time study;

· successful completion of the Architectural Practice Examination;

· a minimum 2 years experience in the practice of architecture or in an approved technical capacity on building or allied work (18 months of which must be gained in the practice of architecture generally under the direction of an architect);

· 12 months of the 2 year period must be post-graduation; and

· an alternative to a University-level qualification is to undertake the competency based National Program of Assessment;

· overseas experience may be recognised, but a minimum of 1 year approved experience in Australia must be completed.

For more information see http://www.aaca.org.au/.

Under the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Arrangement, architects who are currently registered in New Zealand are eligible for registration in Australia.


	No further improvements planned.



	Foreign Entry


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP.


	There are no nationality, citizenship or residency requirements for registration as an Architect.  There is, however, a requirement to work in the Australian industry for 12 months before seeking registration to become familiar with local laws and conditions.

In the WTO context, Australia has made comprehensive market access commitments on the practice of foreign architects.

	Australia is leading the APEC Architect project, in which 10 other APEC economies are participating.  The project began in 2000 and it is intended to lead to the establishment of a mobility framework and registers for architects which function in a similar manner to the APEC Engineer framework and registers. 



	Discriminatory Treatment/MFN


	No improvements implemented since the last IAP (see Current Entry Requirements).


	There is no discriminatory treatment of foreign architects and the MFN principle is applied in this sector.  In the WTO context, Australia has made comprehensive national treatment commitments in this sub-sector.

	No further improvements planned (see Current Entry Requirements).




