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	Chapter 14 : Information Gathering and Analysis

	Objective

APEC Economies will secure a solid platform for the expansion and improvement of Actions in Specific Areas and APEC economies' respective Action Plans by undertaking inter-alia cross sectoral work.



	Collective Actions

There is currently no agreed Collective Action Plan relating to Information Gathering and Analysis.



	Australia’s Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis 2001

Australia collects and disseminates data and information on trade and investments in order for all interested parties to understand the impact of trade and investment on Australia.  For business and investors, information is made readily available so that they are able to identify opportunities and plan future activities.  For Government, information is made readily available to assist with prudent policy development.

Data and information on trade and investment can be obtained from the following government websites:

(i)   The Australian Bureau of Statistics www.abs.gov.au

(ii)  The Australian Bureau of Agricultural Research Economics www.abareconomics.com.au

(iii) The Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade http://www.dfat.gov.au/ or  http://www.dfat.gov.au/publications/statistics.html
(iv)  The Australian Productivity Commission www.indcom.gov.au



	Australia's Approach to Information Gathering and Analysis in 2001

	Section
	Completed Work or Projects Since Last IAP
	Current or Ongoing Work on Information Gathering and Analysis
	Future Projects Planned

	Information Gathering and Analysis


	The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade's report "APEC Progress on Tariff Reductions: Implications for a New Agenda" examined the levels of tariff reductions in APEC economies and impact of this on trade flows. The report demonstrated APEC's success in translating its commitment to open trade into real and sustained reductions in tariff levls, and reinforced the need for APEC to address ther barriers to trade in order to maximise the benefits of open markets.

In March 2001, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade prepared and distributed to all 3,100 secondary schools in Australia a study kit on globalisation and open markets. The study kit was designed as a student guide to the "Opening Economies Delivering to People: APEC's Decade of Progress" report, in order to assist secondary school students to consider key information relevant to the globaisation debate.

"Exploding the Myths: Facts about Trade and International Investment", a booklet produced by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, provided concise, factual responses to ten of the most frequently heard myths about trade and investment policy.

The release of the 2000 edition of the DFAT publication, APEC Region Trade and Investment presenting statistical data on intra trade and investment between APEC economies and Australia’s trade and investment with APEC region.

The release of an ABS concepts, sources and methods publication detailing the conceptual framework for Australia's international merchandise trade statistics and the sources and methods used to compile them (cat. 5489.0).

Release by DFAT of  "Australia's Trade: Influences into the New Millennium", a look at the outlook for trade over the next decade, highlighting the role of new technologies.

Release of the Productivity Commission's "Review of Australia's General Tariff Arrangements", a report on the cost and benefits of Australia's tariff policies to all sectors of the community.

"Accessing Middle East Growth: Business Opportunities in the Arabian Pennisula and Iran" is a report produced by DFAT's East Asia Analytical Unit aimed at improving Australian business access to Gulf markets by analysing the region's current economic, trade and investment policies and trends, and highlights sectoral opportunities. Launched September 2000.

"Indonesia: Facing the Challenge", a report produced by DFAT's East Asia Analytical Unit, analyses Indonesian reforms and risks, assesses economic performance, explores the business environment and identifies key opportunities for Australian investors and exporters. Launched December 2000.

"Investing in Latin American Growth: Unlocking  Opportunities in Brazil, Mexico, Argentina and Chile" is a report produced by DFAT's Economic Analysis Unit, which analyses the economic prospects of Brazil, Mexico, Argentina and Chile, investigates potential trade investment opportunities, compares their business environments, highlights implications of regional integration and compares opportunities with Asia.


	Regular statistical surveys on investment and trade are undertaken by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and the Australian Bureau of Agricultural Research Economics (ABARE).

Publicly available information includes the DFAT publication, APEC Region Trade and Investment, presenting statistical data on intra trade and investment between APEC economies and Australia’s trade and investment with APEC region; and Asialine, a quarterly publication analysing economic and investment issues in Asia.

The ABS provides annual releases on Australia's international merchandise trade, trade in services, balance of payments and international investment position, with the APEC region.

.     The ABS Statistical Concepts Library, 2001, documents the 

      standards underlying Australian official statistics.

.     Adoption and implementation by the ABS of the latest UN 

      international standards for compiling statistics on merchandise 

      trade -  [International Merchandise Trade Statistics, concepts and 

      definitions, Series M, No.52 (Rev 2)].

.     International Trade in Goods and Services (Monthly ABS    

      publication) cat 5368.0

.     Balance of Payments and International Investment Position 

      (Quarterly ABS publication) cat 5302.0

.     International Merchandise Trade (Quarterly ABS publication) cat 

      5422.0

.     Balance of Payments and International Investment Position 

      (Annual ABS publication) cat 5363.0

.     Composition of Australian Trade (published twice yearly in 

      calendar year and financial year format by DFAT)

.     Direction of Trade, Time Series (Annual DFAT publication)

.     Exports of Primary and Manufactured Products (published twice yearly, in calendar year and financial format, by DFAT)

.     Trade in Services (Annual DFAT publication)

.     Directory of Tourism Statistics (ABS)

.     The APEC Region, Trade and Investment (annual DFAT publication)

.     Australia's Trade with the European Union (annual DFAT publication)

.     Trade with the America's (published every second year by DFAT)

.     The Trade Negotiations Analysis System (DFAT)

ABARE publishes the following trade-related publications:

.     Australian Commodities Forecasts and Issues (Quarterly)

.     Australian Mineral Statistics (Quarterly)

.     Australian Forest Products Statistics (Quarterly)

.     Australian Commodities (Quarterly)

The Australian Productivity Commission is the government's principal review and advisory body on microeconomic policy and regulation. 

Australia contributes to the following APEC database projects:

.     APEC Business Travel Handbook

.     APEC Compendium on Rules of Origin

.     APEC Competition Policy and Law Database

.     APEC Database on Transport Technology Research 

.     APEC Guide to Arbitration and Dispute Resolution

.     APEC Food Labelling Standards

.     APEC Import Regulations Websites

.     APEC Investment Guidebook

.     APEC IP Information Mall

.     APEC List of IP Legislation and Regulations

.     APEC NTMs Database

.     APEC Port Database

.     APEC Professional Services Database

.     APEC Tariff Database

Australia's APEC Studies Centre is located at Monash University (http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/ausapecapec)

For further information contact mailto:statssection@dfat.gov.auor

mailto:apec@dfat.gov.au
The Tradewatch  website (http://www.tradewatch.dfat.gov.au/) is a free government on-line information service that provides updates on changes in barriers to Australian exports and investments in overseas markets and economic developments in 23 countries, including all APEC economies except Hong Kong and Peru.

	Regular updating of ABS statistics on international merchandise trade, trade in services, balance of payments and international investment between APEC economies and Australia.

The release of the year 2001 edition of the DFAT publication, APEC Region Trade and Investment

Studies to be undertaken on "WTO Liberalisation and Developing Countries" and "Domestic Support Criteria in the WTO Agreement on Agriculture"

The continued release of ABS statistics on Australian international merchandise trade, trade in services, balance of payments and international investment  position, with the APEC region

Five additional countries to be covered by the DFAT Tradewatch database in 2001.

The Tradeatch website is updated on a continual basis to reflect developments in the global trade and investment environment.

"Governing Asian Corporates: Market Forces and Opportunities", a forthcoming report by DFAT's East Asia Analytical Unit, will highlight the opportunities and implications for Australian firms doing business in the changing East Asian corporate environment. Due to be launched September 2001.

"India: New Economy, Old Economy", a forthcoming report by DFAT's East Asia Analytical Unit, analyses India's economic performance, and the political and business environment. The report will identify opportunities in the Indian market for Australian businesses. Due to be launched in December 2001.

"China Embraces the World Market", a forthcoming report by DFAT's East Asia Analytical Unit, analyses China's recent economic reforms with a particular focus on the implications of WTO accession for Australian businesses.



