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	Objective

APEC Economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

(a) Ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies; 

(b) Align APEC economies' mandatory and voluntary standards with international standards;

(c) Achieve mutual recognition among APEC economies of conformity assessment in regulated and voluntary sectors; and 

(d) Promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

(a) develop, by the end of 1997, the sections of its Action Plan related to alignment with international standards, taking into account the outcomes of the case studies in the four priority areas (electrical and electronic appliances, food labelling, plastic products and rubber products) as well as developments in further priority areas to be considered in 1996;

(b) participate actively in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies such as the International Organization for Standardisation (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and the Codex Alimentarius Commission in accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

(c) pursue mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral mutual recognition arrangements, which might at a later stage provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral mutual recognition arrangements in particular sectors, endeavoring to complete a pilot project on food products in 1997 and to develop an arrangement on information exchange on toy safety in 1996; and

(d) consider participation in the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre) and the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) by 2005 in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties.



	Collective Actions

APEC Economies have agreed to take collective actions to help achieve these goals.  These actions are contained in Collective Action Plans (CAPs) which are updated annually.  The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Brunei Darussalam's Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

Information on Brunei Standards and Conformance is available on hard copy. Most of the ISO Standards on Quality and Conformance related issues (eg. Certification, accreditation etc) are used in Brunei Darussalam directly. On standards writing, Brunei Darussalam continuously reviews through the relevant Technical Committee, the adoption of International Standards in construction sector (where applicable). At present TECO committees on Timber, Concrete , Iron and Steel, Roads, Building and Construction Materials also refer to existing ISO Standards, where relevant (continuous review process for alignment of Standards in relevant sectors). On Metrology and Measurement Standards, Brunei Darussalam seeks external traceability to primary standards from APEC economies maintaining such standards. On Accreditation of Quality System Certification/ Inspection Bodies, Brunei Darussalam is registering third party certification bodies that have already been accredited by members of PAC and other established Accreditation Bodies worldwide. On Quality System Certification/Registration, Brunei Darussalam is promoting the acceptance of certificate issued by Certification/Registration Bodies that have been accredited by members of PAC. On Laboratory Accreditation, Brunei Darussalam has signed the APLAC MOU in 1995 and will unilaterally accept Conformance Certificate and Laboratory Accreditation (based on ISO IEC guide 25/ISO 17025) from harmonised APEC economies and APLAC MRA members, and is also participating in all relevant APLAC proficiency testing programmes. The Ministry of Development of Brunei Darussalam signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) on 9th April 2001 for technical cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore in the area of Accreditation.  This cooperation includes the use of SAC Accreditation of Laaboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies.  It also include training of assessors, training in the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, participating in proficiency testing programs and secondment or subcontracting of technical assessors leading to transfer of knowledge. Website on Standards and Conformance information has been redesigned and improved to include information on national standards activities, list of national standards, list of relevant authorities/technical regulation, Conformity Assessment Procedures, List of Certified Companies, List of Contact Points in Standards and Conformance and links to other standards and conformance websites eg. APLAC, etc      



	Chapter 5 : Brunei Darussalam's Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2001

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Brunei Darussalam completed the review exercise on it’s Timber standards against the ISO Standards existing.
	a.  Brunei Darussalam to review its Standards which are not yet aligned with International Standards b.  Brunei Darussalam to review its Standards which are aligned but have to be updated to keep current with international standards that have been revised or are being revised. Contact: Ms. Rosalind Khan Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 673-2-381724 Fax: 673-2-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn 


	None at present     

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Brunei Darussalam completed the alignment exercise for the four priority areas, including the additional priority area for IEC 60355/CISPR Standards in EMC. Further, Brunei Darussalam adopted the following conformanc standards as national standards: 1.  ISO 9000/ISO 9001/ISO 9004 Year 2000 version 2.  ISO/IEC 17025 
    
	Four priority areas:·
 1. Electrical/Electronic appliance – 100% alignment· 2. Rubber products (rubber medical gloves and condom) – 100% alignment·
 3. Food Labelling – 100% alignment·
 4. Machinery – 100% alignment·
 5. EC 60335/ CISPR Standards in EMC – 100% alignment 6. IEC 60950 - 100% aligned  http://www.apecsec.org.sg/ Contact: Ms. Rosalind Khan Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 6732-381724 Fax: 6732-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn       
	Brunei Darussalam will continue the alignment of conformance standards and agreed at the 3rd SCSC meeting 2000.     

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	None     

	Brunei Darussalam is a correspondent member of the ISO. Brunei Darussalam is an observer  member to the ISO TC 211. Brunei Darussalam participates in all four SCSC ad hoc Technical Groups (TGs): a. TG1 (Loading and Structural Standards) b. TG2 (Performance Based Criteria for Housing) c. TG3 (Timber Standards). Brunei Darussalam also participates in the network of timber experts. d. TG4 (Hazardous Area Equipment Standards) Contact: Ms. Rosalind Khan Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 6732-381724 Fax: 6732-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn      
 
	None at present     

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	None     
	Brunei Darussalam does not participate in any APEC MRAs at present. Brunei Darussalam participates in the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety. Contact: Mr. Lim Jock Hoi International Relations and Trade Development Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources Brunei Darussalam BB 3910 Tel: 673-2-381601 Fax: 673-2-381846 e-mail:  mailto:miprs2@brunet.bn Brunei Darussalam does not participate in the APEC Arrangement for the exchange of Information on Food Recalls.     
	Brunei Darussalam does not intend to participate in these arrangements yet as Brunei needs to build up Technical Infrastructure capability in these sectors. With regard to APEC Telecommunication MRA, Brunei Darussalam intends to implement the first phase starting July 2003 and the second phase starting December 2003.   
  

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	None     
	None     
	None at present     

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	The Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) on 9th April 2001 for technical cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore in the area of Accreditation.  This cooperation includes the use of SAC Accreditation of Laaboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies.  It also include training of assessors, training in the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, participating in proficiency testing programs and secondment or subcontracting of technical assessors leading to transfer of knowledge.     

	Brunei Darussalam is a member of APLAC but not a signatory to the APLAC MRA. Contact: Ms. Rosalind Khan Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 673 2-381724 Fax: 673-2-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn       
	None at present     

	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	The Ministry of Development of Brunei Darussalam signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) on 9th April 2001 for technical cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore in the area of Accreditation.  This cooperation includes the use of SAC Accreditation of Laaboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies.  It also include training of assessors, training in the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, participating in proficiency testing programs and secondment or subcontracting of technical assessors leading to transfer of knowledge.     
	a. Metrology and Measurement Standards – Brunei Darussalam seeks external traceability to primary standards from APEC economies maintaining such standards. b. Testing/calibration – Brunei Darussalam encourages accredited commercial laboratories to develop and widen scope of testing and calibration service to serve the industry. c. Standards Writing – Brunei Darussalam adopts international standards in the construction sector (where applicable). d. Laboratory Accreditation – Brunei Darussalam will continue to improve laboratory accreditation scheme to fully meet the requirements of ISO IEC Guide 58. e. Accreditation of Quality System Certification/Inspection Bodies – Brunei Darussalam continues to register third party certification bodies (private) that has already been accredited by members of PAC and other established Accreditation Bodies worldwide. f. Quality System Certification/Registration – Brunei Darussalam promotes the acceptance of certificates of conformance issued by certification/registration bodies that have been accredited by members of PAC. This would avoid the need for re-certification in Brunei Darussalam. Contact: Ms. Rosalind Khan Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 673-2-381724 Fax: 673-2-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn       
	None at present     

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	Two out of seven Brunei Darussalam’s accredited commercial laboratories providing services in the construction sector has increase their scope of testing and calibration to serve the construction industry. The Ministry of Development of Brunei Darussalam signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) on 9th April 2001 for technical cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore in the area of Accreditation.  This cooperation includes the use of SAC Accreditation of Laboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies.  It also include training of assessors, training in the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, participating in proficiency testing programs and secondment or subcontracting of technical assessors leading to transfer of knowledge.     

	1. Brunei Darussalam reviews the laboratory Accreditation Scheme to fully meet the ISO IEC Guide 58. Currently, we are implementing the relevant gaps identified in the system. 2. Brunei Darussalam’s accredited commercial laboratories increased their scope of testing and calibration services in the construction sector. 3. Brunei Darussalam and Australia as lead economy for the review of the APEC mid-term Technical Infrastructure Development (MTTID) Program (Brunei Darussalam participated fully in the APEC MTTID and in the current 2000 review of MTTID) 4.  Brunei Darussalam and Australia as Lead Economy for drafting the revision of Mid Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program (2001) Contact: Ms. Rosalind Khan Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 673-2-381724 Fax: 673-2-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn       
	None at present     

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure
	None
	None
	None at present     

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	None
	APLAC – Brunei Darussalam is a Full member of APLAC and also participates in the MRA Council/ Nomination Committee /APLAC proficiency programs. APMP – Brunei Darussalam participates in proficiency programs. PASC – Brunei Darussalam is a member .  http://www.ianz.govt.nz/aplac/index.htm  http://www.pascnet.org Contact:  Head Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 673-2- 381033  Fax: 673-2-381541 e-mail: modcpru@brunet.bn
     
	None at present     

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	Website on Standards and Conformance information has been redesigned and improved to include information on national standards activities, list of national standards, list of relevant authorities/technical regulation, Conformity Assessment Procedures, List of Certified Companies, List of Contact Points in Standards and Conformance and links to other standards and conformance websites eg. APLAC, etc     

	Brunei Darussalam will enhance transparency of its standards and conformance regimes by: a. publishing a directory of information on Brunei Standards (information is now available on hardand soft copy) b. making available the above information on digital format. http://www.mod.gov.bn/ http://www.mod.com.bn/
http://www.apecsec.org.sg/     
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	None
	Brunei Darussalam is a corresponding member of ISO. Contact: Head Construction Planning and Research Unit Ministry of Development Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 6732-381033 Fax: 6732-381541  e-mail: mailto:modcpru@brunet.bnBrunei Darussalam is a member of CODEX since July 1997. Brunei Darussalam participates in CODEX activities which has direct relevance and benefit to us. Contact: Dr. Mohamad Yussof bin Haji Mohiddin Deputy Director of Agriculture Department of Agriculture Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources Brunei Darussalam BB 3510 Tel: 673-2-380144 Fax: 673-2-382226


	None

	Other activities


	None
	None
	None


	Improvements in Brunei Darussalam’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	Brunei Darussalam adopted the WTO TBT Agreement. Overall alignment of standards with international standards as at 1996 was low. (ISO 9000 and ISO IEC Guide 25)      
	Brunei Darussalam adopted the WTO TBT Agreement. Overall alignment of standards with international standards as at 1996 was low. (ISO 9000 and ISO IEC Guide 25)

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Brunei Darussalam is a correspondent member of ISO     
	Brunei Darussalam is Observer member of the TC 211 since 1999     

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	None
	None

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	None
	None

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	None
	The Ministry of Development of Brunei Darussalam signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) on 9th April 2001 for technical cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore in the area of Accreditation.  This cooperation includes the use of SAC Accreditation of Laaboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies.  It also include training of assessors, training in the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, participating in proficiency testing programs and secondment or subcontracting of technical assessors leading to transfer of knowledge.



	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	Brunei Darussalam seeks assistance to improve the technical infrastructure development program in the area of:  a. Laboratory Accreditation b. Testing/ calibration facilities
	1. Metrology and Measurement Standards – Brunei Darussalam seeks external traceability to standards from APEC economies maintaining such standards. 2. Testing/calibration – Brunei Darussalam  encourages accredited commercial laboratories to develop and widen scope of testing and calibration service to serve the industry 3. Standards Writing – Brunei Darussalam adopts international standards in the construction sector (where applicable) 4. Laboratory Accreditation – Brunei Darussalam will continue to improve laboratory accreditation scheme to fully meet the requirements of ISO IEC Guide 58. 5. Accreditation of Quality System Certification/Inspection Bodies – Brunei Darussalam continues to register third party certification bodies (private) that has already been accredited by members of PAC and other established Accreditation Bodies worldwide. 6. Quality System Certification/Registration – Brunei Darussalam promotes the acceptance of certificates of conformance issued by certification/registration bodies that have been accredited by members of PAC. This would avoid the need for re-certification in Brunei Darussalam. (1997,1998 and1999 IAP). 7.  The Ministry of Development of Brunei Darussalam signed a Letter of Understanding (LOU) with Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) on 9th April 2001 for technical cooperation between Brunei Darussalam and Singapore in the area of Accreditation.  This cooperation includes the use of SAC Accreditation of Laaboratories, certification bodies and inspection bodies.  It also include training of assessors, training in the implementation of ISO/IEC 17025, participating in proficiency testing programs and secondment or subcontracting of technical assessors leading to transfer of knowledge.



	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	None    
	None     

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	Brunei Darussalam is a member of APLAC proficiency programsPASC and participates in APMP.     
	Brunei Darussalam joined PASC in 1994 and APLAC in 1995. (1996, 1997,1998 and1999 IAP)﷡﷡﷡﷡﷡

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	There were minimum information available in 1996 on Standards and Conformance requirements.
	Directory of certified products and companies and Accredited laboratories (which include requirements) (1996, 1997,1998 and1999 IAP)· Standards publication (hard Copy) (1997,1998 and1999 IAP) ·
 Digital format on standards and conformance activities available on website

	Participate in relevant international fora


	Correspondent member of ISO
	Participation in CODEX Alimentarius Commission

	Other Activities


	None
	None


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





