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	Objective

APEC economies will:

a.
in conformance with the principles of the TRIPS Agreement:

· ensure adequate and effective protection, including legislation, administration and enforcement of intellectual property rights, 
· foster harmonization of intellectual property rights systems in the APEC region, 

· strengthen public awareness activities and 

· promote dialogue on emerging intellectual property policy issues, with a view to further improve intellectual property rights protection and use of the intellectual property rights systems for the social and economic benefit of members.

b. address the challenges for intellectual property rights arising from the rapid growth and developments of the New Economy by:

· establishing legal frameworks to promote creative endeavor and encourage on-line activity;

· ensuring a balance between the different rights and interests of copyright owners, users and distributors;

· establishing an appropriate balance among all stakeholders, including content providers and ISPs in terms of the liabilities for infringing intellectual property on-line; and

· providing incentives for innovation without sacrificing the community’s interest in reasonable access to information.



	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will: 

a.
ensure that intellectual property rights are granted through expeditious, simple, and cost-effective procedures;

b.
ensure that adequate and effective civil and administrative procedures and remedies are available against infringement of intellectual property rights; and

c.
provide and expand bilateral technical cooperation in relation to areas such as patent search and examination, computerization and human resources development in order to ensure adequate intellectual property right protection in compliance with the TRIPS Agreement.



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take the following collective actions:

a.
Deepening the Dialogue on Intellectual Property Policy;

b.
Support for Easy and Prompt Acquisition of Rights:

(i)
Participation in International IP-related Systems

(ii)
Establishing Internationally Harmonized IPR Systems

(iii)
Cooperation on Searches and Examinations;

c.
Electronic Processing of IPR-related Procedures:

(i)
Electronic Filing Systems
(ii)
Dissemination of Information by Electronic Means;

d.
Appropriate Protection of IPR in New Fields:

(i)
Protection for Biotechnology and Computer-related Inventions

(ii)
Protection for Geographical Indications

(iii)
Electronic commerce;

e.
Cooperation for Improvements to the Operation of IP System;
f.
Establishing Effective Systems for IPR Enforcement:

(i)
Establishment of Enforcement Guidelines

(ii)
Exchange of Information Concerning IPR Infringement

(iii)
Cooperation with other fora/authorities

g.
Promoting IP Asset Management in APEC Economies;

h.
Raising Public Awareness;

i.
Facilitation of Technology Transfer through Ensuring IP Protection. 
The current CAP relating to intellectual property rights can be found in the Intellectual Property Rights Collective Action Plan.



	Chinese Taipei Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2003

Chinese Taipei, currently a WTO member, has striven for more than a decade to afford comparable IPR protection with international standard before its accession to  the organization on January 1, 2001. Its current legislations consist of: the Copyright Act, the Trademark Act, the Patent Act, the Integrated Circuits Layout Protection Act, the Trade Secret Act, the Plant Seed Act,  the Tobacco and Alcohol Administration Act for the protection of geographical indication of wine and spirits, the Fair Trade Act, and border measure provisions, and are fully consistent with the requirements set out by TRIPS.

In an effort  to be consistent with WCT and WPPT, Chinese Taipei has amended its Copyright Act in 2003. Furthermore, to strengthen inter-agencies IP-enforcement 

abilities and to increase public awareness, Chinese Taipei has planned to launch a Three-Year Action Plan 2003-2005 following its implementation of the 2002 IPR 

Action Year. To facilitate international IP-related cooperation,  Chinese Taipei  has also  acted as Convenor to APEC/IPEG from March 2002 to March 2004.

In the future, Chinese Taipei will continue its efforts toward IPR protection, encourage research, development and innovation, continue the promotion of information

on trademark examination matters, expedite the examination process, and provide complete and professional training to examination personnel to ensure

examination quality. The civil, criminal and administrative procedures and remedies for IPR infringement will frequently be reviewed to ensure their adequacy and

effectiveness. Chinese Taipei will seek opportunities for bilateral technical cooperation with other APEC economies while it continues its public education and 

promotion campaign for IPR protection. 




	Chapter 7 : Chinese Taipei’s General Approach to Intellectual Property Rights in 2003

	Section
	 Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Situation Regarding Laws and Administrative Procedures
	Further Action  Planned

	TRIPS implementation 


	No further action taken
	1. Chinese Taipei IPR protection laws consist of the Copyright Act, the Trademark Act, the Patent Act, the Trade Secret Act, the Plant Seed Law, the Integrated Circuit Layout Protection Act, and the Tobacco and Alcohol Administration Act, and the Fair Trade Act. The current IP-related laws and border control measures are fully consistent with the requirements set out by TRIPS. 

2. The following approaches are taken by Customs to effectively crack down on illegal importation/exportation of pirated and counterfeit goods:

(1) Patents:

For patent-infringing cases, if sufficient information, such as importing/exporting date, destined port, name of the means of transport, voyage/flight number, import/export declaration number, etc, is provided by the owners of patents, Customs will enforce the verdict or order given by the judicial authorities thoroughly.  

.
(2) Trademarks:

˙Enforcing the Export Monitoring System of Trademarks

˙Enforcing the Guideline Governing Trademark and Copyright Protection

  (3) Copyrights:
˙Applicants should provide a security or equivalent assurance to Customs for suspending the release of pirated goods.

˙Enforcing Export Monitoring System of Computer Program Related Products

(Enforcement Task Force against the Export of Pirated Optical Disks

˙Guidelines Governing Trademark and Copyright Protection 

(4) Other Border Control Measures: 

˙Inspection mechanisms  for optical disk manufacturing equipment and border control

(Inspection mechanisms for export chip products with Mask-ROM
Related websites:

http://www.tipo.gov.tw/
http://www.dnt.gov.tw/
http://www.coa.gov.tw/
http://www.ftc.gov.tw
http://wwweng.dgoc.gov.tw

	No further action planned.



	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	Chinese Taipei has adopted the following measures to accelerate the IPR application process:

1. The revised Trademark Act was promulgated on May 28, 2003 and will take effect on November 28, 2003. Major amendments include: (1) the abolishment of substantive examinations for renewal registrations; (2) extending trademark protection to cover three-dimensional and sound marks; (3) introducing a multi-class application system, i.e. one application covering multiple class registrations; (4) simplifying categories of trademark by abolishing the associated trademark and the defensive trademark; (5) expanding protection of well-known trademarks to prevent the impairing and diluting of reputation in an unfair manner; (6) stipulating provisions for method of payment for registration fee, where right holders may choose to make payment in two installments, or may choose to pay the first payment alone if the trademark product is for short-term use;

(7) expediting approval of registration by moving opposition procedure from pre-registration to post-registration; (8) introducing border control provisions. 

2. Revise trademark licensing and creation of pledge applications to be consistent with WIPO’s Joint Recommendation Concerning Trademark Licenses.
3. On October 14, 2002 TIPO gazetted the “Guidelines for Tobacco Product Trademark Applications”.

4. In reaction to the development of e-commerce and in compliance with WCT and WPPT, the revised Copyright Act was promulgated on July 09, 2003. Major amendments are as follows：（1） “Temporary reproduction” is defined as a “reproduction“.（2）adopted “the right of public transmission. （3）adopted the legislation of electronic rights management information. （4）adopted “the right of distribution.”

5. Amendments to the Patent Act were promulgated on February 6, 2003. With the exception of Article 11, which is to enter into force on date of promulgation, the enforcement dates for other articles will be determined separately by the Executive Yuan. Major amendments are as follows：(1) removal of penalty provisions in the Patent Act,and patent infringements will be governed by civil procedures; (2) adopting the formality system for new utility model patents; (3) streamlining public examinations by integrating the objection and petition systems; (4) relaxing legal requirements concerning application procedures; (5)  inserting provisions for electronic applications as a means to simplify application process; (6) revising provisions for patent innovation, creative step and originality.
6. Pursuant to Article 36-1 to 36-6 of the Patent Act, the “early disclosure of invention patents” system went into force as of October 26, 2002. 

The Early Disclosure Gazette, in hardcopy and optical disk format has been published on May 1, 2003. Contents of the Gazette in both forms will be identical, but the optical disk version contains an additional search function.

7. TIPO announced on June 26, 2003, that patent applicants applying for re-examination are no longer required to pay the “request for supplementation/revision of drawings (or diagrams)” fee of NT$1000, provided that both the application and the request are filed at the same time.

8. On December 25, 2002, TIPO announced revisions to the “Trademark Application Form, which took effect as of January 1, 2003. There are 25 types of the newly revised trademark application forms.

9.  On October 24, 2002, TIPO published the newly amended patent applications, which are available for download on the TIPO’s website at http://www.tipo.gov.tw/patent/patent_table.asp.

10. On December 12, 2002, TIPO gazetted the Examination Standards for Biological Inventions.

11. On March 14, 2002, TIPO launched  the “Biotechnological, Pharmaceutical and Chinese Medicinal Database” and made it available to the public for a one-year online free trial (http://biotech.tipo.gov.tw/bin.count.exe). The said database includes 1,000 items of Taiwanese biotechnological, pharmaceutical, and chemical patent information, 11,529 items of Taiwanese Chinese flora information, 22,617 items of Mainland Chinese medicinal flora information, 3888 items of Japanese medicinal patent information, and 15000 items of overseas Chinese medicinal flora information.

12. Began “single-window service” on May 1, 2003.

13. Thirteen patent examiners were sent to the United States, Japan, and Europe in 2002 for a one- to six-month training. International and domestic biotechnology experts were also invited to give lectures on biotechnology related issues.

14. Two experts from OHIM were invited on February 23 to 27, 2003, to participate in a seminar held among TIPO examiners, representative agencies and private enterprises.

15. The Taiwan Patent Network officially launched its website on July 1, 2003 (http://www.twpat.com). This network provides services and online search functions for patent related information. It also launched a “free database search” on July 24. The free database contains information on published patents, patent changes, etc.

Related website:

http://www.tipo.gov.tw/
http://www.dnt.gov.tw
http://www.trade.gov.tw
	1. The preliminary examination period for a patent application is 18 months for invention patents, and 16 months for utility model patents and new design patents.  (* Time period begins on the date of acceptance of the application, excluding the time for notice of amendment, appeal, affidavit, or other justified causes of postponed treatment)

2. The current pending period for trademark applications is about 10 months.

Related websites:http://www.tipo.gov.tw

	1.
 Amend related IP-laws and regulations to be consistent with the newly amended Patent Act, Trademark Act, and Copyright Act.

2. On July 2,2003, the Executive Yuan passed the draft amendments to the Plant Seed Law, which expands the scope of protection for plant varieties, and establishes a breeding right protection system to enhance Taiwan’s IPR protection for plant variety. Pursuant to relevant plant variety agreements and international legislation, the title of the Law is formally revised as the Plant Variety and Seed Law. 

3. Commissioned researches in progress include: (1) The Study on Trade Secret Act; (2) The Study on Protection to the Performer’s Rights; (3) The Study on the Application of Act Concerning Copyright Dispute; (4) The Study on Technology Protection Measures; (5) On June 6,2003, the Amendments to the Copyright Act was passed by the Legislative Yuan with the consensus that results from these studies will be used as basis for future revision of the new Act. 

4. Develop Five-Year International Training Plan to Improve Patent Examiners Quality to strengthen examiner training and improve examination quality. 

5. Continue effort in the Biotechnology Patent Database and Pharmaceutical Patent Database projects.

6. Beginning from March 1, 2004, new utility model patent applicants will be notified and given a period to respond shall their applications be subjected to rejection during the preliminary examination phase. This provision will be extended to all patent applications beginning on July 1, 2004.

7. Establish E-filing system: (1) preliminary stage of online e-filing and e-filing application search function for intra-departmental use will be launched in July 2004; (2) complete e-filing system will be launched in July 2006. Establish IPR knowledge database, automated examination division system, and digital data processing; (3) Data exchange to be completed with WIPO by December 2007 to be in line with international patent database.

.

	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	1. The newly revised Copyright Act was promulgated on July 09, 2003. Major amendments are as follow: （1）Civil remedy for general infringement has increased to up to NT$5 million and criminal liability to up to NT$8 million; （2）production and distribution, of pirated optical disks with the intent to profit, will be prosecuted as public crime; （3）production of pirated optical disks with intent to profit is subject to up to NT$5 million fine; （4）granted judicial and police agencies with the right to confiscate infringement products  where the infringers are absent and cannot be identified.
2. “Guideline Governing Customs Protection of Trademark and Copyright” (enacted on July 1, 2003).
3. “Guidelines Governing Enforcement Task Force against Export of Pirated Optical Disks” (enacted on March 6, 2003).

4. In order to wipe out piracy, the MOEA has issued the “Guidelines on MOEA Incentive for Information Against Pirated Optical Disk Manufacturers”, which is to be in effect from March 1, 2003 to December 31, 2005. A maximum reward of NT$10 million is given to those who provide accurate information on pirated optical disk manufacturers that results in their prosecution. This measure demonstrates the Government’s determination to protect IPR.

 5. On June 3, 2003, the Legislative Yuan passed the third reading of amendments to the Criminal Code concerning cyber crimes, which will have a significant impact on the prevention of cyber crimes in Taiwan. Highlights of the present amendments include: (1) remove the provision for electromagnetic records as movable assets, but stipulates provisions for protection of electromagnetic  records; (2) stipulates offenses concerning interference to computer use, so that penalties are imposed on computer hackers, obtaining/deleting/altering of electromagnetic records without cause, interference with another person’s computer without cause, and production of software for cyber crimes. Therefore, computer security, use of electromagnetic records and effective functioning of computers will be under the protection of the Criminal Code; (3) in order to enhance protection for computer systems of governmental authorities, heavier sanctions are imposed on invasion or interference of computers of official authorities; (4) certain offenses will be complaint-based to reduce litigation processes.

6. The year 2002 was announced as IPR Action Year by the Executive Yuan in an effort to strengthen IPR protection. The Ministry of Justice also coordinated its subsidiary enforcement agencies (Police Administration, Prosecutor Office, Investigation Bureau) with the Directorate General of Customs, the Intellectual Property Office, the Bureau of Foreign Trade, and the Government Information Office to form an “IPR Action Year Investigation Reporting Committee.” The committee is to meet at least once a month to coordinate investigative actions. The total value of confiscated IP-infringing product in 2002 was nearly NT$10 billion, which is a 22% increase from 2001.

7. Taiwan’s first Integrated Enforcement Task Force (IETF) was established on January 1, 2003. The IETF consists of 220 police, its future duties are expected to include crackdown of pirated optical disks, illegal duplication of copyrighted works, and counterfeiting of local and international brands and trademarks. Its tight investigative network will cover manufacturers, intermediaries and market vendors, so as to effectively combat against piracy and counterfeiting.

Related website: 

Http://www.moeaipo.gov.tw http://www.moj.gov.tw http://www.moeaboft.gov.tw 

http://wwweng.dgoc.gov.tw

	Civil and administrative remedies: There is a civil remedy but no administrative remedy for IPR infringements. Since IPR-authorities are administrative agencies, they do not involve in the prosecution of infringement cases, but rather issue assessment reports on the infringement of trademarks and copyrights at the request of the courts. However, right holders may file complaints for damages to the District Courts against the suspected infringers.  If the decisions rendered by the District Courts are not satisfactory, the parties involved may appeal to the Higher Courts and subsequently to the Supreme Court. 

Related website: http://www.moj.gov.tw/
	Resources of the Customs Office, the Board of Foreign Trade, and the juridical agencies have been integrated to implement anti-counterfeiting activities.  Since this step was taken, infringement activities have been reduced considerably.



	Public Education and Awareness of IP, enhanced IP user skills


	Major IPR Education Activities in Chinese Taipei during 2003:

1. From March to June 2003, Customs held ten seminars on IPR border control operations prescribed in the “Guideline Governing Customs Protection of Trademark and Copyright” and “Guidelines Governing Enforcement of the Task Force against Export of Pirated Optical Disks”.
2. Held four workshops on Anti-counterfeiting for judicial officers from September to October of 2002.

3. Held three training programs for Integrated Enforcement Task Force (IETF) from January to June 2003.

4. In line with the Protection of Intellectual Property Right Action Plan, TIPO held various IPR education activities during the first half of 2003. These included: (1)  An educational promotional program on the ICRT radio station;  (2) Promotional films on the electronic  display board at the CKS International Airport; (3) Information sessions on the newly amended Copyright Act and Trademark Act; (4) Promotional brochures on IPR protection; (5) “Need for Protection” online game on the www.game-tipo.com.tw  website to educate the public about IPR through interesting games.

5. Four information sessions will be held in October 2003 on the newly amended Patent Act.

6. “Identifying Patent Infringement Workshop” will be held in August and October 2003 for judges and patent infringement examiners.

Related websites:

Http://www.tipo.gov.tw 


	1. Training of patent and trademark examination personnel.

2. Training of professional infringement verification personnel.
3. Public education for IPR awareness through the media, such as billboards at airports, on public transportation, and on other public service message venues.

4. Holding IPR study camp for teachers, university, high school, and primary school students.

5. Holding IPR awareness activities in the private sector.

6. Conducting national exhibitions of inventions to encourage innovation.

7. Promoting the patent commercialization plan.
8. Holding anti-counterfeiting activities.
Related website:

http://www.tipo.gov.tw 


	It is Chinese Taipei’s firm policy to protect intellectual property rights.  Each year, the government sets aside a considerable budget to support public awareness activities, such as training courses, conferences, and multimedia works to promote IPR protection.



	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	1. Chinese Taipei serves as Convenor for APEC/IPEG from March 2002 to March 2004 and has chaired IPEG XIV-XVII meetings. Through communications in IPR policies, Chinese Taipei has been able to carry out directives set out at CTI and APEC meetings through joint IPEG projects. 

2. Chinese Taipei arranges exchange of visits by IPR specialists among APEC member economies to share information and experience.

Related website:

http://www.moeaipo.gov.tw/

	In order to establish online IPR service system and platform, the Executive Yuan had recently approved the “IPR Online Project”. The Project covers such topics as construction of hardware, electronic applications, electronic examinations and information exchange. It will also: (1) improve administrative efficiency and examination quality, and become consistent with international standards;  (2)  achieve administrative goals including online patent and trademark applications, paperless examinations, digital presentation of early technical date, and digital files.

Related website:

http://www.tipo.gov.tw/

	1. Chinese Taipei will continue to arrange exchange of visits by IPR specialists among APEC member economies.

2. Chinese Taipei will continue to promote bilateral cooperation with APEC economies.

3.   And, Chinese Taipei is planning to develop its patent and trademark electronic filing system with help from other more experienced APEC member economies.


	Improvements in Chinese Taipei’s Approach to Intellectual Property Rights since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	General Policy

Position


	1. It is the firm policy of Chinese Taipei to protect intellectual property rights. In order to implement this policy, Chinese Taipei has revised its IPR laws and regulations and taken vigorous action against infringements. The Copyright Law, the Trademark Law, the Patent Law, the Trade Secret Law, and the Law for  the Protection of Layout-Designs of Integrated Circuits  provide a statutory framework for the protection of IPR. The Copyright Law, the Trademark Law, and the Patent Law, following several major amendments taking international IPR conventions and their effects on domestic industries into account, meet international standards. The Trade Secret Law, the Plant Seed Law and the Law for Protection of Layout-Designs of Integrated Circuit were enacted to fulfill the requirements of the TRIPS Agreement, even though Chinese Taipei is not yet a WTO member.

2. Our major approaches to the protection of IPR have been to:- Implement patent & trademark examination  standards. - Amend IPR laws to comply with the TRIPS  Agreement. - increase the degree of computerization and  simplify the registration procedure. - insure that the remedies and procedures  provided by our laws and regulations meet the requirements of the TRIPS Agreement.- in cooperation with other member economies, establish    an IPR-related computer network.
	1. In order to combat infringements of IP rights, the Ministry of Justice requires junior and senior prosecutors to take professional training courses on IP rights and has requested that all Prosecuting Attorney Offices handle IP infringement cases as first priority cases.

2.Revisions to the Copyright Law, Patent Law, Trademark Law, and other rules relating to the   Implementation and conformance of domestic laws with TRIPS have already been approved by the Legislature. The revised Copyright Law was   Promulgated on 21 January 1998 with all   provisions of this law currently in force, except the   retroactive protection provisions which will not   take effect until Chinese Taipei’s accession to the   WTO. The amended Trademark Law went into   force on 1 November 1998. The revised   Patent Law will enter into force upon Chinese   Taipei’s accession to the WTO.

3.Chinese Taipei’s domestic legal framework is consistent with the TRIPS Agreement.

4.
As of 26 January 1999, the National Bureau of   Standards (NBS) has been renamed and   reorganized as the Intellectual Property Office   (IPO). The IPO is responsible for IPR-related   matters including: registration management, the   protection of patents, trademarks, copyrights,   integrated circuit layouts, and trade secrets as well   as anti-counterfeiting matters. 

5.Chinese Taipei has completed an IP web-site and   has linked it with the APEC IP Information Mall to   facilitate information-exchange within the APEC region.

6.The current IP-related laws of Chinese Taipei are fully consistent with the requirements set out by TRIPS. To further enhance IPR protection, expedite the examination process and to be in line with international developments in this field, Chinese Taipei has placed emphasis on IPR with related legislation and administration.


	Ensuring the Expeditious Granting of IP Rights


	In 1996, the laws and regulations which governed the granting of IPRs were the Trademark Law, the Copyright Law, the Plant Seed Act, and the Trade Secret Act.  At that time, the National Bureau of Standards, MOEA was responsible for the registration of trademark, patent and layout designs of integrated circuits, and the Copyright Committee, MOI was responsible for the registration of copyrights.

	1.In July 1997 Chinese Taipei set up a schedule for deadline conclusion of the existing backlog of IPR cases.

2.In July 1997 Chinese Taipei set up a “Patent Practice Improvement Task Force” to promote the improvement of patent related practices.

3.In December 1997 the Patent and Trademark Information Service System was created and placed on the internet in order to facilitate public access.

4.In March 1998 the Interview System was expanded.

5.In June 1998 Chinese Taipei began an on-duty Patent and Trademark Volunteer Agents consulting service.

6.On July 2, 1998 Chinese Taipei adopted a “2-dimensional bar code patent form automatic input system”.

7.On July 2, 1998, “Patent Database Search Service System” was established to assist industries in patent search via the internet.

8.The trademark computer search system for both   trademark characters and designs has been in  operation since 2 July 1998.  This system   has reduced the assessment time and improved efficiency. 

9.To simplify the examination process for the renewal of trademark registrations, Chinese Taipei adopted “declaration of use” (instead of requiring    proof of use) as the basis for trademark renewal    beginning on 1 January 1999.

10.The link between the internal information system of the IPO and foreign CD-ROM patent data has been in place since 22 June 1999. This link facilitates prior art searches by patent examiners and the public, accelerates the patent examination process, improves the quality of patent examinations, and reduces the likelihood of disputes over patent infringements. 

11.The IPO announced “Guidelines for Review of Trademark Disclaimers” on 28 December 2000.

12.“ The Arrangement for the Protection of Industrial Property Rights between the Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in New Zealand and the New Zealand Commerce and Industry Office” went into effect on 19 December 2000, and “The Arrangement between the Taipei Economic & Cultural Office, New Zealand and the New Zealand Commerce and Industry Office on the Reciprocal Protection and Enforcement of Copyright” has been in effect since 22 December 2000.



	Effective Enforcement of IP Rights


	The laws and regulations for the granting of IPRs have not been altered.  However, the process for administrative appeals has been streamlined.  While the “Petition Law of 1995” once provided two levels of appeal at the petition level and the “Law of Administrative Appeal of 1975” provided one level of administrative appeal at the level of the Administrative Court, current laws provide for one level of petition and two levels of administrative litigation.

	1. In 1996, the Ministry of Justice supported an initiative that prosecutors take infringements of IPR as priority cases and that they seek for more severe penalties.

2.
The Ministry of Justice in 1997 advised prosecutors not to deny pleas for prosecution by American copyright holders who failed to submit original copies or duplicated copies of certificates of copyright registration. 

3.
In 1997, the Ministry of Justice, in order to reduce delays in legal proceedings, advised the prosecutors to prevent conflicting parties from abusing Article 94 of the Patent Law.

4.
The Ministry of Justice in 1997 notified prosecutors that they should assess the validity of Power of Attorneys issued by foreign companies based on the laws under which they were founded.

5.
To ensure a closer working relationship between all IPR-related agencies for comprehensive implementation of IPR laws and regulations, the Executive Yuan in May 1997 established “The Coordination Council for the Protection of Intellectual Property Rights” which was organized by the Ministry of Economic Affairs in conjunction with the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Finance, the Department of Justice, and the Government Information Office.

6.
Chinese Taipei adopted the SID Code system in 1997 as a system for tracing counterfeit optical discs. 

7.
Since 1998, the Ministry of Justice has sponsored an Annual Symposium for Prosecutors on the IT and IPR-related Laws. In addition, this Ministry has been dedicating much effort to the construction of databases for the accumulation of materials to facilitate IPR-related investigations. 

8.
The Board of Foreign Trade, MOEA issued a public notice in July 1998 to request that exporters print Source Identification Codes on the exported CD-Audio and CD-Video products. Without this Code, these products are banned for export. The coverage of products subject to this requirement was expanded to include DVD and CD-ROM products, by notices issued by this agency in September 1999 and December 2000.  

9.
Chinese Taipei established “The Consultation Committee for the Protection of Intellectual Property Rights ” on 5 February 1998.

10. On 7 July 1999, the Taiwanese semiconductor industry implemented a voluntary chip marking system for Mask-ROM products. The system is to prevent the counterfeiting of electronic game chips by requiring the stamping of identification numbers on chips which enable law enforcement agencies and intellectual property rights owners to trace counterfeit products.

11. Chinese Taipei implemented the “K Plan” to crack down on pirated CDs in 1999.

12. During October 1999, two IPR officers from the Paraguay National Committee visited Chinese Taipei to exchange views and experience in the area of anti-counterfeiting.

13. As of 1 January 2001, the IPO has replaced the Government Information Office as the agency responsible for copyright document inspection for the export of audio-visual works and OEM audio CDs.  The IPO has also established four border inspection centers at Keelung, CKS International Airport, Taichung and Kaohsiung to provide information service and conduct export inspections on audio-visual copyrighted works (VHS, VCD, DVD, CD-ROM, and LD) and OEM audio CDs.

14. Chinese Taipei instituted export controls on memory chips starting from 1 January 2001.

15.To successfully curb counterfeiting activities that were accelerated by pirated optical disk, the Optical Disk Law (ODL) was promulgated on November 16, 2001.  The Optical Disk Law adopts source code regulatory measures to supervise business entities manufacturing pre-recorded optical disks in order to deter counterfeiting activities at the source. In addition, business entities are not allowed to manufacture optical disks unless they obtain the approval for filing of source identification code of optical disks in advance.  Any one violating relative articles of the Optical Law shall be imposed administrative fines and will be subject to criminal penalties if the violator fails to comply with further orders sentenced by the authority concerned.  Moreover, the “Regulations Governing Applications for License and Declaration for the Manufacturing of Optical Disks” as well as the “Optical Disk Manufacturing Implement Importation and Exportation Regulations” were promulgated by the Ministry of Economic Affairs on December 26, 2001 and came into force on December 28, 2001.  The “Source Identification Code Regulations” was also promulgated by the Ministry on December 31, 2001.
16.In order to combat infringements of IP rights, the Ministry of Justice requires junior and senior prosecutors to take professional training courses on IP rights and has requested that all Prosecuting Attorney Offices handle IP infringement cases as first priority cases.  In addition, the Ministry of Justice has assigned four District Court Prosecuting Attorney offices (Taipei, Panchyau, Taichung, and Kaohsiung) to set up professional teams of prosecutors to handle cases concerning IPR infringement.


	Public Education and Awareness


	1. Provided enhanced on-the-job training for patent and  Trademark examiners.

2. Provided training concerning intellectual property rights to judges, prosecutors, and other law enforcement officials.

3.Increased public awareness over the protection of IPR:

(1)Publication of IPR-related brochures and leaflets to strengthen public awareness over the protection   of IPR. 

(2)Coordinated a series of public activities to enhance    public awareness over the protection of IPR.
	1. The nation-wide Student Creativity Competition, the National Invention Award and the National Invention and Creation Exhibition were organized to encourage public participation in technological innovation through invention.

2.
Numerous panel discussions, presentations speeches, and seminars, explaining IPR related cases were organized in order to enhance public awareness of the protection of intellectual property rights.

3.
Programs for basic education on intellectual property rights have been instituted including the organization of intellectual property rights study camps for teachers, and university, high school and primary school students.

4.Workshops have been conducted on “Practices for Anti-Counterfeiting Activities for Enforcement

5.Major IPR Education Activities in Chinese Taipei during 2001:

(1) Held two workshops on Verifying Patent Infringement in Feb. and Arpil 2001.

(2) Held two training programs for the Patent Assistant Examiners in 2001.

(3) Held two training programs for the trademark Examiners in 2001.

(4) Six seminars of the Introduction and Application of the Patent Law and the Trademark Law.

(5) Promote the protection of copyrights through various media including newspaper, TV commercials, TV programs, posters, gifts, publication of CDs.
(6) Held six Campus Copyright Seminars.

(7) Held 47 seminars on Copyright in  2001.

(8)Held five seminars on the Introduction of the Trade Secret Law in Industrial Zones from April 27 to July 28, 2001. 

(9)Link to 35 post-secondary institutes, 6 copyright mediating groups and 4 record companies to the IPO website.

	APEC Cooperation on IP Issues


	1.Conducted exchange visits of IPR specialists among APEC member economies.

2.
Established technical cooperation and bilateral agreements with APEC economies in areas related to IPR.  Chinese Taipei has signed memorandums or conducted   exchanges of letters with the following economies on the   mutual recognition of priority rights: 

 (1) 16 July 1993     “Agreement for the Protection of Copyright Between      the Coordination Council for North American Affairs      and the American Institute in Taiwan” 

(2) 17 August 1993     “Memorandum of Understanding between the      National Bureau of Standards in Taipei and the      Australian Commerce and Industry Office on the      Protection of Industrial Property” 

(3) 1 February 1996     “Exchange of Announcements between National      Bureau of Standards, Ministry of Economic Affairs in      Taipei and Japanese Patent Office concerning the         Mutual Recognition of Patent Priority Rights”  

(4) 1 April 1994     “Memorandum of Understanding between the Taipei      Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the     United States and the American Institute in Taiwan”

3. Established international cooperation and bilateral Agreements with non-APEC economies. 

(1) 1 June 1995     Announcement: the Mutual Recognition of Priority  Right on Patent of Invention between Chinese Taipei and Germany 

(2) 6 July 1995      Announcement: the Mutual Recognition of Priority      Right on Utility Model Patent between Chinese Taipei and Germany

(3) 11 December 1995      “Exchange of Letters on Mutual Recognition of       Patent Priority Rights between the Federal       Intellectual Property Office (FIPO) in Bern and       National Bureau of Standards in Taipei” 

(4) 1 July 1996      “Exchange of Letters between the National Bureau        of Standards, Ministry of Economic Affairs in        Taipei and the National Institute for Industrial        Property in Paris concerning the Mutual Granting        of Priority Rights as regards Patents, Designs        and Trademarks and Cooperation”

	1. Exchanges of visits have been conducted with IPR specialists from among APEC member economies:

(1) A Chinese Taipei IPR delegation visited the United States in December 1997 to present information about its efforts on IPR protection.

(2) From January 1997 to March 1998, eight     patent experts from the Japanese Patent Office      visited Chinese Taipei and delivered lectures on      patent examination guidelines, related computer      software, patents involving microorganisms,      patents involving pharmaceutical products, and      the laid-open system. 

(3) On 26 May 1999, five experts from AIPLI visited Chinese Taipei and delivered lectures on developments and trends in the international regulation of intellectual property rights.

(4) On 15 June 1999, intellectual property rights experts from Japan visited Chinese Taipei and delivered lectures on new trends in Japanese intellectual property rights practices and their possible impacts within the Asian region. 

(5) IPO invited United States patent and trademark officials to deliver speeches on 30 June and 1 July 1999 to: promote information exchange with US counterparts; learn more about the  current status of international practices in the     examination of intellectual property rights; and enhance the quality of examinations conducted by the IPO examiners.

(6) Chinese Taipei sent representatives to      participate in APEC/PFP courses, between 1996     and 1999.

(7) On 9 – 10 August 1999, two officers from    the USPTO visited Chinese Taipei and    delivered lectures on: foreign filing and priority    claims, multiple class applications, three    dimensional marks, disclaimer practices,    electronic applications, and color marks.

2. International Conferences Organized:

(1) On 18 – 19 July 1997, Chinese Taipei and Mexico co-organized the APEC Symposium on Intellectual Property Rights entitled the “IPR Enforcement System in the APEC Region”, and

(2) On 21 – 22 July 1997, Chinese Taipei and Mexico co-organized the APEC/IPR Get-Together.

3. Established international cooperation and bilateral agreements with non-APEC economies:

(1) 1 April 1998     Exchange of Letters between National Bureau      of Standards, Ministry of Economic Affairs in      Taipei and Federal Intellectual Property Office in Bern concerning the Recognition of Priority Rights in Patent Applications for the Territory of the Principality of Liechtenstein.

(2) 23 July 1998 Exchange of Letters between the Ministry of Economic Affairs and European Communities Concerning Trademark Priority Claims.  

(3) 31 December 1999    Memorandum of Understanding between the Intellectual Property Office in Taipei and the       Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and Designs) in Alicante  on the Exchange of Information Relating to  the Protection of Trade Mark Rights.  

(4) 20 March 2000 Arrangement on Cooperation Concerning         Mutual Recognition of Intellectual Property  Rights between the Taipei Representative  Office in the United Kingdom and the British Trade and Cultural Office in Taipei.     

(5) 15 June 2000   Announcement: the Mutual Recognition of         Patent and Trademark Priority Rights was  Issued on 15 June 2000 between Chinese Taipei and Austria.

4. Chinese Taipei hosted IPEG XIII and held the APEC Symposium on Intellectual Property Rights in the New Economy from July 16 to 19, 2001.

5. Chinese Taipei arranges exchanges of visits by IPR specialists among APEC member economies to share information and experience.

6.Chinese Taipei arranges exchanges of visits by IPR specialists among APEC member economies to share information and experience.


