
	CHAPTER 5: STANDARDS
 AND CONFORMANCE

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. endeavour to actively participate in international standardisation activities;

c. promote good regulatory practice for the preparation, adoption and application of technical regulations in the APEC region;

d. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

e. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

f. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
consider to pursue trade facilitation in information and technology products;

d.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

e.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
f.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
g.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; 
h.       implement and maintain a standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards; and

i
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties


	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION
APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005; and
d.
continue to promote active participation in international standardisation activities.

Good Regulatory Practice

APEC economies will:

Continue to update the consolidation of materials in the Good Regulatory Practice Database as well as to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices.  

RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to consider mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;
c.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment by among others, looking into the possibility to adopt an information technology management system;  
d.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

e.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program; and

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005;  

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; 

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment; 
c.
promote the transparency of regulatory systems and standards by maintaining appropriate and accessible information date basis, including Directory of Food Trade Contacts in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts; and

d.     implement and maintain standards consistent with the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.


	Singapore’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007



	Chapter 5: Singapore’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2007

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Regulatory Review Policies / Arrangements
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with

international standards 

where appropriate 


	As at December 2006, the % of alignable standards to international standards is 81.6%.  Singapore also encourages the direct use of international standards.

	Singapore, being a member of the WTO, complies with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade. Singapore’s policy is to adopt international standards where possible and use them as a basis for the development of any Singapore Standards, in line with the WTO TBT Agreement. 

Contact person :

Ms Susan Chong

Director

Standardisation

SPRING Singapore

2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel : (65) 62791830

Fax : (65) 62786990

Email : susan_chong@spring.gov.sg


	Singapore would continue to actively explore and propose new areas and sectors for alignment that are of interest and benefit to our industries.

	Alignment of standards with

international standards in 

priority areas agreed by the 

SCSC


	Under the new APEC Voluntary Alignment Programme (VAP) for 2006-2010 which targets 168 IEC standards that are covered under the IECEE CB Scheme, Singapore has fully aligned our domestic standards to international standards.

	Please refer to the APEC SCSC website to view Singapore’s VAP report.

Contact person :

Mr Dennis Chew

Head

Standardisation

SPRING Singapore

Singapore 159835

Tel : (65) 62791824

Fax : (65) 62786990

Email : dennis_chew@spring.gov.sg

	Having achieved 100% alignment under the APEC Voluntary Alignment Programme, Singapore would continue to actively explore and propose new areas and sectors for alignment that are of interest and benefit to our industries for APEC SCSC’s consideration.



	Active participation in the

 international 

standardisation activities of 

international standardizing 

bodies 


	Singapore has been actively participating in ISO / IEC standardisation activities and actively votes on draft standards emanating from their Technical Committees and Sub-Committees (SC).

As of Apr 2007, we have:

· in ISO, 28 P-membership and 84 O-membership

· IEC, 6 P-membership and 54 O-membership


	ISO

Singapore is elected to the ISO Council for the 2007-2008 and member of the ISO Council Standing Committee on Finance and is also a member of CASCO, COPOLCO, DEVCO and its Commercial Policies Steering Group (CPSG).

IEC

Mr Robert Chua, Chairman of the Singapore National Committee of the IEC[SNC(IEC)], is a member of the IEC Finance Committee since 2004 and Chairman of the IEC Asia-Pacific Steering Group since 2002. SPRING Singapore is host to the IEC Asia-Pacific Regional Centre.

CAC

Singapore is an active participant of the plenary meetings of Codex Alimentarius Commission and the Asia Coordinating Meetings of Codex. Singapore keeps in touch with the Commission in all aspects of food safety, food legislation, food toxicology and food labelling and Singapore food’s food laws are largely aligned with the guidelines of Codex.

Our local contact person for CAC matters :-

Ms Seah Huay Leng

Deputy Director (Food Control)

Food and Veterinary Administration
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore

5 Maxwell Road #18-00

Tower Block, MND Complex

 Singapore 069110

Tel:  (65) 6325 5480

Fax:  (65) 6324 4563

Email: SEAH_Huay_Leng@ava.gov.sg

	Singapore constantly reviews the status of our participation in the international standardisation arena in the ISO, IEC and CODEX Alimentarius, etc, to ensure that we participate in their activities at the strategic levels to contribute to the development of technical standards and policies making processes to enhance greater market access for our exporters.



	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	Singapore chairs the Joint Advisory Committee for the APEC EE MRA from 2007-2009.  We are actively encouraging other member economies to participate in Parts II and III of the Arrangment.
	- The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (APEC Tel MRA); and

Singapore has signed the APEC Tel MRA since May 1998.

Contact person :

Melinda Tan

Senior Manager

International

Info-Communications Development Authority of Singapore 

8 Temasek Boulevard #14-00, Suntec Tower 3

Singapore 038988

Tel : (65) 211 1918

Fax : (65) 211 2220

Email : melinda_tan@ida.gov.sg
- The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC EE MRA)
Singapore participated actively in the development of the APEC EE MRA and is a participant to Part 1 (Information Exchange), of the MRA since December 1999 and in Part 2 (Recognition of Test Reports) and Part 3 (Recognition of Certification) since August 2002.

Contact person : 

Mr Dennis Chew

Head

Standardisation

SPRING Singapore

2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel : (65) 62791824

Fax : (65) 62786990

Email : dennis_chew@spring.gov.sg


	Singapore will work towards the smooth implementation of the APEC Electrical MRA, as well as to encourage other member economies to participate beyond Part I of the Arrangement. 



	Participation in bilateral 

recognition arrangements 

of conformity assessment 

in the regulated sector


	Singapore has signed bilateral EE MRAs with the following: New Zealand on 14 Nov 2000; Australia on 26 Feb 2001; Japan on 13 Jan 2002 and India on 29 July 2005
	
	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity 

assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Singapore signed a  MLA with PAC (Pacific Accreditation Cooperation)  and IAF (International Accreditation Forum) for accreditation of product certification bodies in December 2006 and January 2007 respectively

Singapore also signed a MRA with APLAC (Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) for accreditation of medical testing laboratories based on ISO 15189 in May 2007.
	Accreditation

Singapore has signed an MOU with ILAC with 44 other accreditation bodies in 1996. This MOU provides the basis for further development of cooperation and the eventual establishment of a multilateral recognition arrangement between ILAC member bodies to further enhance and facilitate the international acceptance of test data, and the elimination of technical barriers to trade.  Similarly Singapore has also signed an MOU with IAF in 1998

The Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) which administered the Singapore accreditation programmes has participated and signed various regional and international arrangements as follows:

-The Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)  Mutual Recognition Arrangement on laboratory accreditation in1998. 

- The bilateral Mutual Recognition Arrangement with European Cooperation for Accreditation (EA) on laboratory accreditation  in March 2000

-The International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement on laboratory accreditation in November 2000.

- The Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangement for inspection body accreditation in November 2003.- The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Multilateral Mutual Recognition Arrangement on quality management system certification in 1998; and

- The International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Multilateral Recognition Arrangement on quality management system certification in 1999. 

The contact person is :

Ms Chang Kwei Fern

Director 

Accreditation Division

 SPRING Singapore

2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel: (65) 6279 1847

Fax: (65) 6272 1937

Email: chang_kwei_fern@spring.gov.sg
Metrology

Singapore is a Member State of the Metre Convention.

Singapore is signatory to the global MRA on metrology coordinated by the International Committee on Weights and Measures (CIPM).

Singapore participates in international and regional comparisons of measurement standards organised by the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM), International Committee on Weights and Measures (CIPM) Consultative Committees (CC), and the Asia-Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP).

The contact person is:

Mr. Steven Tan

Director

National Metrology Centre

SPRING Singapore

1 Science Park Drive

Singapore 118221

Tel: (65) 62791901

Fax: (65) 62791993

e-mail: steven_tan@spring.gov.sg

	

	Improve and maintain level 

of technical infrastructure


	Singapore has undertaken activities to implement the recommendations of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Programme. 


	Singapore consistently undertake activities to improve and maintain our technical infrastructure. For example, Singapore has developed and will continue to upgrade our national metrology and calibration infrastructure (covering major fields including electrical temperature, dimensional, mechanical, optical radiation, and chemical metology areas), our national standardisation process and standards information management system through the use of information technology. 

Standards

Singapore aims to develop new Singapore Standards only upon meeting the criteria of provision of first draft for any new work item. Our policy has been to adopt international standards wherever possible. 

The contact person is :

Ms Susan Chong 

Director

Standardisation

SPRING Singapore
2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel : (65) 62791830

Fax : (65) 62786990

Email : susan_chong@spring.gov.sg

Metrology

New facilities have been established in the areas of chemical, electrical, mechanical, optical, temperature and time and frequency metrology.

The contact person for national metrology system is:

Ms Leow Guat Hiong

Senior Manager, Customer Support

National Metrology Centre

SPRING Singapore

1 Science Park Drive

Singapore 118221

Tel : (65) 62791903

Fax : (65) 62791993

Email: leow_guat_hiong@spring.gov.sg

Accreditation

The Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC) was formed in October 1996 and is the national accreditation body for conformity assessment activities to carry out independent accreditation of management systems and product certification bodies, laboratories and inspection bodies Its scope of activities include : 

a) Accreditation of Quality Management System (QMS) Certification Bodies

b) Accreditation of Environmenet Management System (EMS) Certification Bodies

c) Accreditation of Laboratories

d) Accreditation of Inspection Bodies

e) Accreditation of Product Certification Bodies 

f) Accreditation of Food Safety Management Systems (HACCP & ISO 22000) Certification Bodies

g) Accreditation of Occupational Safety & Health Management System (OSHMS) Certification Bodies

Singapore Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) Programme

Singapore has established its Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) Programme in November 2006 to register facilities in Singaore that undertake non-clinical studies that are in compliance with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Principles of Good Laboratory Practice.  This programme will provide the technical infrastructure needed to facilitate greater market access through the confidence and acceptance of non-clinical study data overseas. 

The contact person is:

Ms Chang Kwei Fern

Director 

Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC)

Standards, Productivity and Innovation Board (SPRING Singapore)

2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel : (65) 62791847

Fax : (65) 62721937

Email : chang_kwei_fern@spring.gov.sg 

	Singapore will continue to upgrade our national infrastructure and participate in relevant TILF projects on technical infrastructure development. 

We would also participate in regional international comparison of measurement standards to increase transparency and promote acceptance of each others’ measurement standards within the region.

	Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance 

and/or activities for 

technical infrastructure 

development


	
	
	

	Provision of assistance for

the improvement of other 

economies’ technical 

infrastructure


	
	
	

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	Singapore is a member of the following Specialist Regional Bodies :-

- APLAC (Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation)

- APLMF (Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum)

- APMP (Asia Pacific Metrology Programme)

- PAC (Pacific Accreditation Cooperation) and  

- PASC (Pacific Area Standards Congress)

And is involved in other international activities eg :-

- IAF (International Accreditation Forum)

- ILAC (International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation)

- OIML (International Organisation of Legal Metrology) and

Singapore is an active member of the APMP. SPRING Singapore currently chairs the APMP Technical Committee on Length (TCL). We are also the pilot and coordinating laboratory of various measurement comparison programmes that seek to determine equivalence of measurement in the region. 

Singapore participates in regional comparison of measurement standards to increase transparency of its measurement standards and promotes the acceptance of measurement standards within the region

In the area of accreditation, SPRING Singapore has been elected to the APLAC Board of Management from 2003-2006. Furthermore, Singapore is a APLAC MRA Council member and participated as member in APLAC Committees (eg in the Technical Committee, Training Committee, and Proficiency Testing Committee). 

-     Served as APLAC Treasurer from 2005-2006

· Is a Arrangement Council member and Arrangement Committee member of ILAC

· Is a member of the PAC Executive Committee from 2001 to 2003, Technical Committee of PAC since 1997 and PAC MRA Management Committee since 2004.

· Contributes to the organisation of the APLAC inter-laboratory proficiency programmes

· Participates as evaluators for APLAC and PAC Peer evaluations

In the area of standardisation SPRING Singapore is a member of the PASC Standing Committee.


	

	Continuously strive to 

increase transparency of 

their standards and 

conformance requirements, 

including implementation of 

APEC Leaders’ 

Transparency Standards on 

Standards and 

Conformance(  
	SPRING Singapore is actively incorporating the use of IT tools into our national standardisation programme in developmental, delivery and promotional aspects of standardisation. Through the use of IT tools, we hope to enhance the transparency of the national standardisation process to encourage more active participation from stakeholders and to enable better dissemination of information on Singapore Standards.
	SPRING Singapore has established a transparent process for standards development disseminating information through the internet and electronic alerts on their uses to our industry for their application and implementation. Latest updates on standards development can be found at http://www.spring.gov.sg/standards. Public access to our Standards Catalogue for purchase of standards and information on conformity assessment procedures are also available at the SPRING Singapore website address at http://www.spring.gov.sg/standards and   http://www.singaporestandardseshop.sg
SPRING Singapore is also the Safety Authority and regulates 45 categories of electrical and electronic products, and gas appliances. More detailed information about the Consumer Protection (Safety Requirements) Registration Scheme can be found at http://www.spring.gov.sg/safety

	

	Participate in relevant 

international fora


	
	Singapore is signatory to the following:

· Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre)

As a signatory of the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre), Singapore participates in meetings and activities organised by the International Committee on Weights and Measures (CIPM) and the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM). 
Singapore is a member of the following CIPM Consultative Committees:

Consultative Committee for Electricity and Magnetism (CCEM), 

Consultative Committee for Photometry and Radiometry (CCPR)

Consultative Committee for Thermometry (CCT). 

Singapore is an observer of the following Consultative Committees:

Consultative Committee for Acoustics, Ultrasound and Vibration (CCAUV)

Consultative Committee for Length (CCL)

Consultative Committee for Time and Frequency (CCTF)

· the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale);

Singapore is a Corresponding Member of OIML in 1994

Contact point:

SPRING Singapore 

SPRING Building, 2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Fax: (65) 6 4581441

Internet website: http://www.spring.gov.sg/wmo

Email address: wmo@spring.gov.sg

· the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC)

· the International Accreditation Forum (IAF); and

Contact person :

Ms Chang Kwei Fern

Director 

Singapore Accreditation Council (SAC)

Standards, Productivity and Innovation Board (SPRING Singapore)

2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel : (65) 62791847

Fax : (65) 62721937

Email : chang_kwei_fern@spring.gov.sg

· Member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) since 1966

Contact person:

Ms Karen Koh

Senior Officer

Standardisation

SPRING Singapore
2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel: (65) 6279 1843

Fax: (65) 6278 6990

e-mail: karen_koh@spring.gov.sg
· Member of the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) since 1990

Contact person:

Mrs Leong Suet Mui

Secretary of the Singapore National Committee of the IEC

c/o Standardisation

SPRING Singapore
2 Bukit Merah Central

Singapore 159835

Tel: (65) 6279 1814

Fax: (65) 6278 6990

e-mail: chung_suet_mui@spring.gov.sg
· Member of  the Codex Alimentarius Commission

Contact person:

Ms Seah Huay Leng

Deputy Director (Food Control)

Food and Veterinary Administration
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore

5 Maxwell Road #18-00

Tower Block, MND Complex

 Singapore 069110

Tel:  (65) 6325 5480

Fax:  (65) 6324 4563

Email: SEAH_Huay_Leng@ava.gov.sg

	

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Singapore’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position at Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with 

international standards where 

appropriate 


	
	

	Active participation in the international standardisation 

activities of international 

standardizing bodies


	
	

	Participation in plurilateral 

recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of 

conformity assessment in the 

regulated sector


	
	

	Participation in recognition 

arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary 

sector 


	
	

	Improve and maintain the level of 

their  technical infrastructure

Identification of specific 

requirements, assistance and/or 

activities for technical 

infrastructure development


	
	

	Provision of assistance for the

improvement of other economies’

technical infrastructure


	
	

	Participation in Specialist 

Regional Bodies activities


	
	

	Continuously strive to increase 

transparency of their standards

and conformance requirements, 

including implementation of APEC

Leaders’ Transparency Standards

on Standards and Conformance(  


	
	

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	

	Other Activities


	
	


Appendix   – APEC Leaders Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance
Introduction

On 27 October 2002, in Los Cabos, Mexico, APEC Leaders adopted the Statement to Implement APEC Transparency Standards (“Leaders’ Statement”), and directed that these standards be implemented as soon as possible, and in no case later than January 2005.  

In paragraph 8 of the Leaders’ Statement, APEC Leaders instructed that “APEC sub-fora that have not developed specific transparency provisions should do so,” and further instructed that such new transparency provisions should be presented to Leaders upon completion for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  Accordingly, the Subcommittee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) developed the following set of transparency standards for incorporation into the Leaders’ Statement.  

These principles flow from the General Principles on Transparency agreed to by APEC Leaders at Los Cabos and the obligations of the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.

Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance:

1.  In accordance with paragraph 1 of the Leaders’ Statement, and the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures, each Economy will:  (a)  promptly publish or otherwise make available to all interested parties, through readily accessible, widely available media, for example via the Internet, information on its laws, regulations, policies, administrative rulings, certification, qualification and registration requirements, technical regulations, standards, guidelines, procedures and practices relating to standards and conformance; and, (b) have or designate an official journal or journals and publish in them information on technical regulations, sanitary and phytosanitary measures and related conformity assessment procedures on a regular basis and make copies of them readily available to the public.

2.  As far as practicable, each Economy will maintain one centrally located website for the information referred to above.

3.  In accordance with paragraph 2 of the Leaders’ Statement and the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements, each Economy will publish in advance any standards or conformance requirement that it proposes to adopt and provide interested persons a reasonable opportunity to comment on such proposed measures and take those comments into account before a final measure is adopted.  Each Economy that is a WTO member will notify proposals to the WTO as required by the TBT and SPS Agreements.

4.  In accordance with paragraph 3 of the Leaders’ Statement, upon request from an interested person or another Economy, each Economy will endeavor to promptly provide information and respond to questions pertaining to any actual or proposed standards and conformance measure.

5.  Recognizing that standards and conformance measures can have an adverse impact on trade and development, each Economy will ensure that such measures are developed and administered in a transparent manner, and in compliance with WTO TBT/SPS obligations, as well as the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations so as to prevent the creation of unnecessary or arbitrary barriers to trade.

6.  Each Economy will promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the WTO TBT and SPS Agreements.

7.  Each Economy that is a WTO Member will cooperate in the Triennial Reviews of the TBT Agreement to promote awareness of and compliance with the transparency provisions of the TBT Agreement, the APEC Guidelines for the Preparation, Adoption and Review of Technical Regulations, and the APEC SCSC Principles and Features of Good Practice for Technical Regulations.

� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements. Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  


( Economies should report against the actual language in the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards on Standards and Conformance, which can be found in the �HYPERLINK  \l "Appendix"��Appendix� at the end of this document.  Economies should continue to use 1996 as the base year for previously raised IAP transparency issues, but may use 2003 as the base year for reporting on new transparency commitments per the APEC Leaders’ Transparency Standards.


  





