ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services


	Chapter 3 (a:4): Business Services: Engineering

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Entry Requirements 
	Further Improvements Planned

	Operational Requirements


	No change since the last IAP.
	The practice of engineering is regulated by the laws that individually exist in each of the 50 states of the United States and five territorial jurisdications.  These laws are administered and enforced by the independent licensing boards of each of the above jurisdictions.  In addition, each jurisdication licensing board is responsible for developing, implementing and monitoring its own code of ethics; to assist the boards, the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) has prepared a document titled Model Rules of Professional Conduct.


	A model code is used to pursue greater uniformity in state licensing and regulation of engineering.

	Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


	No change since the last IAP.
	The individual qualification requirements are set by the state or territorial licensing boards and vary among them.  But most jurisdictions require a degree from a higher education program that is accredited by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET).  Generally all licensing requirements are the purview of the individual jursdictions.  In some jurisdictions, licenses for individuals and for firms are provided by the same licensing boards, while in others licensing for firms is governed by the federal, state or territorial and local laws governing all business operations.


	A model code is used to pursue greater uniformity in state licensing and regulation of engineering.

U.S. engineers are participating in a project for registration of APEC engineers.

	Foreign Entry


	The quota for high-tech professionals (H1B) was increased to 195,000 until 2004 when the limit will revert to 65,000.


	Temporary entry and stay is subject to visa requirements and INS regulations, as well as certain international agreements.  Engineers may also seek admission under non-immigrant visa category (H-1B) or if employed by foreign firms they may temporarily be admitted as business visitors (B-1).  Generally, they may not enter the United States to work for themselves but they may be admitted temporarily to work for a U.S. employer under the H-1B, L, E (Treaty Investor), or TN (Trade NAFTA) categories, or for a foreign employer under the B-1 category.


	None.



	Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


	No change since the last IAP.
	Regulatory measures are consistent with U.S. international obligations.


	None.




