
FEBRUARY 2009

DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE 
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

Report on human resources development in the APEC region



HRD 01/2007S
Prepared by 
International Employment Section
Multilateral, Middle East, South and South East Asia Branch
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

For
APEC Secretariat
35 Heng Mui Keng Terrace Singapore 119616
Tel: (65) 68919 600 
Fax: (65) 68919 690
Email: info@apec.org 
Website: www.apec.org

© 2008 APEC Secretariat

APEC#208-HR-01.2



1Developing effective public-private partnerships      Report on human resources development in the APEC region

TABLE OF CONTENTS

 ABBREVIATIONS 2

1 INTRODUCTION 3

1.1 Background to the project 3

1.2 Rationale for the project  3

1.3 Structure of the Report 3

2 DEFINING PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS  4

2.1 What is a Public-Private Partnership?  4

2.2 Types of Public-Private Partnerships in the  
 delivery of labour market and welfare policies  
 and programs 5

2.3 Transfer of Risk 5

2.4 Accountability and Sustainability in  
 Public-Private Partnerships  6

2.5 Effective Public-Private Partnerships in  
 the APEC region  6

3 USING PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS TO  
 MEET SKILLS AND LABOUR SHORTAGES  7

3.1 Australia 7

3.2 Canada 8

3.3 Malaysia 9

3.4 Mexico  10

3.5 New Zealand 10

3.6 Singapore 10

3.7 Thailand 11

3.8 United States of America 12

3.9 Conclusion 14

4 USING PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS  
 TO DELIVER EMPLOYMENT SERVICES  14

4.1 Australia 14

4.2 China 16

4.3 Chinese Taipei 16

4.4 Indonesia 17

4.5 Korea 18

4.6 New Zealand 18

4.7 Peru 18

4.8 Philippines  19

4.9 Singapore 19

4.10 United States of America 19

4.11 Conclusion 20

5 LESSONS LEARNT OPERATING  
 PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS 21

5.1 Australia 21

5.2 Chinese Taipei 22

5.3 Indonesia 22

5.4 New Zealand 22

5.5 Peru 23

5.6 Singapore 23

5.7 United States of America 23

5.8 Conclusion 24

6 INTERNATIONAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL  
 ORGANISATIONS USE OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE
 PARTNERSHIPS                          24

6.1 International Labour Organization  24

6.2 World Bank 26

6.3 World Vision 26

6.4 Conclusion 27

7 CONCLUSIONS 27

ANNEX 1 OUTCOMES STATEMENT 28

ANNEX 2 TERMS OF REFERENCE 30

END NOTES 31

BIBLIOGRAPHY 33


